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1. WHO IS OUR GOD?
There is only one true God

For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens, who is 
God, who formed the earth and made it, who has established 
it, who did not create it in vain, who formed it to be inhabited: 
“I am the Lord, and there is no other.” —Isaiah 45:18

And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” —Exodus 3:14a

God is the eternal ruler of heaven and earth
The Lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord 

is clothed, He has girded Himself with strength. Surely the 
world is established, so that it cannot be moved. Your throne 
is established from of old; You are from everlasting.  
 —Psalm 93:1-2

The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and His 
kingdom rules over all.  —Psalm 103:19

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, 
the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in 
earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are 
exalted as head over all. Both riches and honor come from 
You, and You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; 
in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.” 
 —1 Chronicles 29:11-12

God is all-knowing and all-powerful
“Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and 

there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declar-
ing the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things 
that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all My pleasure.’ ” —Isaiah 46:9-10
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God is the Creator of heaven and earth
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

 —Genesis 1:1

“To whom then will you liken Me, or to whom shall I be 
equal?” says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and 
see who has created these things, who brings out their host 
by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of 
His might and the strength of His power; not one is missing.  
 —Isaiah 40:25-26

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlast-
ing God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, nei-
ther faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.  
 —Isaiah 40:28

God is righteous, merciful, and upright
“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are 

justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and 
upright is He.”  —Deuteronomy 32:4

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 
throne; mercy and truth go before Your face.  —Psalm 89:14

For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; His 
countenance beholds the upright.  —Psalm 11:7

God is Spirit
“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 

spirit and truth.”  —John 4:24

Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is 
good. Lead me in the land of uprightness.  —Psalm 143:10
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God is worthy of our praise and worship

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the 
earth. For the Lord is great and greatly to be praised; He is 
to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples 
are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Honor and maj-
esty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanc-
tuary. Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, give to 
the Lord glory and strength. Give to the Lord the glory due 
His name…. Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Tremble before Him, all the earth. Say among the nations, 
“The Lord reigns; the world also is firmly established, it shall 
not be moved;” He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with His truth.  —Psalm 96:1, 4-10a, 13b

“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist 
and were created.”  —Revelation 4:11

God is our redeemer

“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeem-
er, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; be-
sides Me there is no God.’ ”  —Isaiah 44:6

“Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I 
am God, and there is no other.”  —Isaiah 45:22

For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abun-
dant in mercy to all those who call upon You.  —Psalm 86:5

The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and 
saves such as have a contrite spirit.  —Psalm 34:18
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Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Isra-
el: “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who 
leads you by the way you should go.” —Isaiah 48:17 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless 
His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits: who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, who 
crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, who 
satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s. The Lord executes righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed. The Lord is merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. He will 
not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger forever. 
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished 
us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high 
above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear 
Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He re-
moved our transgressions from us. As a father pities his chil-
dren, so the Lord pities those who fear Him. For He knows 
our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 
 —Psalm 103:1-6, 8-14

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh-
teous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He 
will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abun-
dantly pardon.  —Isaiah 55:6-7

The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge 
in times of trouble. And those who know Your name will put 
their trust in You; for You, Lord, have not forsaken those who 
seek You.  —Psalm 9:9-10
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2. GOD DESIRES FELLOWSHIP WITH US
God created man in His own image to live in His presence

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them. Then 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”  —Genesis 1:26-28

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
came a living being.  —Genesis 2:7

The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call 
upon Him in truth.  —Psalm 145:18

“Him I proclaim to you: God, who made the world and ev-
erything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with 
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives 
to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from one 
blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and has determined their preappointed times and the bound-
aries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in 
the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though 
He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move 
and have our being.” —Acts 17:23b–28a
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3. SIN BROUGHT SEPARATION FROM GOD

God’s warning to Adam
The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and 

there He put the man whom He had formed. And out of the 
ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.  —Genesis 2:8-9

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the gar-
den of Eden to tend and keep it. And the Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.”  —Genesis 2:15-17

Deceived by the serpent
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the 

field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the wom-
an, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You 
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” Then 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For 
God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them 
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were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. Then the Lord God called to Adam and 
said to him, “Where are you?” So he said, “I heard Your voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I 
hid myself.” And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that 
you should not eat?” Then the man said, “The woman whom 
You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 
And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.”  —Genesis 3:1-13 

“He [the devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for 
he is a liar and the father of it.”  —John 8:44

…That serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who de-
ceives the whole world.…  —Revelation 12:9

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil  
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may  
devour. —1 Peter 5:8

Sin brought hardship and death
To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow 

and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; 
your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 
you.” Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I 
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commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: cursed is 
the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days 
of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, 
and you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall 
return.”  —Genesis 3:16-19

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned. —Romans 5:12

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  
 —Romans 3:23

Sin brings eternal separation from God
Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become 

like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put 
out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”—therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden 
of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He 
drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of 
the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every 
way, to guard the way to the tree of life.  —Genesis 3:22-24

For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, 
nor shall evil dwell with You.  —Psalm 5:4

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He will not hear.  —Isaiah 59:1-2

My eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, that they may 
dwell with me; he who walks in a perfect way, he shall serve 
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me. He who works deceit shall not dwell within my house; he 
who tells lies shall not continue in my presence. 
 —Psalm 101:6-7

Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the 
upright shall dwell in Your presence.  —Psalm 140:13

4. GOD RESTORES OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE SEED OF THE 
WOMAN

[In the garden after Adam sinned] So the Lord God said 
to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed 
more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days 
of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the wom-
an, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  —Genesis 3:14-15

Jesus, the second Adam and the promised seed
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 

His Son, born of a woman. —Galatians 4:4a
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came to-
gether, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Jo-
seph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make 
her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 
But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 
He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was done 
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that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
translated, “God with us.” —Matthew 1:18-23

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. His de-
light is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge by the 
sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but 
with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth.  —Isaiah 11:2-4a

And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living 
being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. The first 
man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the 
Lord from heaven.  —1 Corinthians 15:45, 47

God is not willing that any should perish, but have life
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 

count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing 
that any should perish but that all should come to repen-
tance. —2 Peter 3:9

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”  —John 3:16

God Himself would save us through His Son Jesus Christ
In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God 

has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.  —1 John 4:9-10
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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and 
the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 
peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment 
and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.  —Isaiah 9:6-7

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things consist. For it pleased the Father 
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to rec-
oncile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of 
His cross.  —Colossians 1:15-17, 19-20

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw 
it and was glad.” Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not 
yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus said 
to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 
I AM.”  —John 8:56-58

Jesus died to take away our sins
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 

said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!”  —John 1:29

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. —Romans 3:23-24
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For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even 
dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through Him. —Romans 5:6-9

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 —2 Corinthians 5:21

“Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His 
mouth”; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteous-
ness—by whose stripes you were healed. —1 Peter 2:22, 24

Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin 
is lawlessness. And you know that He was manifested to take 
away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. —1 John 3:4-5

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every 
one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniq-
uity of us all. —Isaiah 53:6

Jesus died to restore our relationship with God
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the un-

just, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive by the Spirit. —1 Peter 3:18

For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been rec-
onciled, we shall be saved by His life. —Romans 5:10

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Him-
self through Jesus Christ. —2 Corinthians 5:18a
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Jesus died to give us righteousness
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 

and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned. (But the free gift is not like the offense. 
For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the 
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded to many. For if by the one man’s offense 
death reigned through the one, much more those who re-
ceive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) Therefore, as 
through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, result-
ing in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous 
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 
life. —Romans 5:12, 15, 17-18

Jesus died to give us new life
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in tres-
passes, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in 
the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. —Ephesians 2:4-9

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.  —2 Corinthians 5:17
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“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly.”  —John 10:10

Jesus rose from the dead to conquer death
Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 

they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb 
bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and 
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. And it happened, as 
they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid 
and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why 
do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in 
Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 
again.’ ” And they remembered His words.  —Luke 24:1-8

“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be cast out.”  —John 12:31

“Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is your 
sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 —1 Corinthians 15:54b-57

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man 
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive.  —1 Corinthians 15:20-22
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And He…is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in all things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased 
the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through 
the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has 
reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present 
you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight. 
 —Colossians 1:18-22 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” 
 —John 11:25-26a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.  —1 Peter 1:3-5

Jesus ascended to heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father

He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to 
come. —Ephesians 1:20b-21

Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not con-
sider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of 
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no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming 
in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point 
of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 
those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 —Philippians 2:5b-11

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and fur-
thermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also makes intercession for us.  —Romans 8:34

But He, because He continues forever, has an unchange-
able priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
 —Hebrews 7:24-25

5. WE CAN RECEIVE NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
Jesus invites us to come to Him

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you 
who have no money, come, buy and eat. Why do you spend 
money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does 
not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and 
let your soul delight itself in abundance. Incline your ear, and 
come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live.” 
 —Isaiah 55:1a, 2-3a

And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who 
comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me 
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shall never thirst. All that the Father gives Me will come to 
Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast 
out.” —John 6:35, 37

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  —Matthew 11:28-29

Jesus is the only way to have eternal life
And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal 

life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These 
things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.  
 —1 John 5:11-13a

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.”  —John 14:6

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.”  —Acts 4:12

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for 
all.  —1 Timothy 2:5-6a

We must be born again
Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his moth-
er’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, 
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
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cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The 
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, 
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  —John 3:3-8

Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.  —John 1:13

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior to-
ward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 —Titus 3:4-7

If we repent of our sins, we will receive forgiveness
Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin 

is lawlessness. And you know that He was manifested to take 
away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. —1 John 3:4-5

Then He [Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus 
it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.”  —Luke 24:46-47

The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. —1 John 1:7b 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 —1 John 1:9
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For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is 
His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us. As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities 
those who fear Him.  —Psalm 103:11-13

If we believe, we will receive eternal life in Christ
If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 

in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
 —Romans 10:9-10 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name. 
 —John 1:12

“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who 
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day.”  —John 6:40

6. WE ARE ALIVE IN CHRIST
The significance of baptism: I am His and He is mine
A. Through baptism Jesus identified Himself with us 

and fulfilled all righteousness
It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Naza-

reth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
 —Mark 1:9

And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be bap-
tized by You, and are You coming to me?” But Jesus an-
swered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it 
is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed 
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Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immedi-
ately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened 
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” —Matthew 3:14-17

And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descend-
ing from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I 
did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spir-
it.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”  
 —John 1:32-34

B. Through baptism, believers identify with Christ
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be con-
demned.” —Mark 16:15-16

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”  —Matthew 28:18-20

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”  —Acts 2:38-39



22

C. We have been crucified, buried and raised with 
Christ to newness of life

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glo-
ry of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His res-
urrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with 
Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has 
been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer 
has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died 
to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to 
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do 
not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it 
in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as 
being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 
of righteousness to God.  —Romans 6:4-13

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Him-
self for me.”  —Galatians 2:20

We are a new creation in Christ Jesus
Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to 

the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to 
the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
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passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all 
things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ. —2 Corinthians 5:16-18a

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, in which you once walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to 
come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  —Ephesians 2:1-7

We are saved by God’s grace through faith, not by our works
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any-
one should boast.  —Ephesians 2:8-9

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law 
but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall 
be justified.”  —Galatians 2:16 

“I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes 
through the law, then Christ died in vain.” —Galatians 2:21

But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is 
evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”  —Galatians 3:11
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What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found 
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, 
he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for righteousness.”  —Romans 4:1-3

We belong to the Family of God
For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.  —Galatians 3:26-28

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” There-
fore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ.  —Galatians 4:6-7

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ. —Romans 8:16-17a

“Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And He 
stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here 
are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of 
My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”  
 —Matthew 12:48b-50

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For 
both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified 
are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren. —Hebrews 2:10-11
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Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreign-
ers, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God. —Ephesians 2:19

“And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, 
who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father 
are one.”  —John 10:28-30

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, 
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 
“Abba, Father.”  —Romans 8:15

We have new life through God’s indwelling Holy Spirit
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 

is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit.” —John 3:5-6

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you anoth-
er Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells 
with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will 
come to you. Because I live, you will live also. At that day 
you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I 
in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it 
is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by 
My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him. If 
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with 
him.”  —John 14:16-18, 19b-21, 23b
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But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the 
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
dwells in you.  —Romans 8:9-11

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by 
whose stripes you were healed.  —1 Peter 2:24

We are conformed to the image of Christ  
through the indwelling Holy Spirit

And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predes-
tined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. What 
then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but deliv-
ered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?  —Romans 8:28-32

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.  —2 Corinthians 3:17-18
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption 
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
 —Ephesians 1:3-6

The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth
“These things I have spoken to you while being present 

with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all things that I said to you.” 
 —John 14:25-26

But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” But God has revealed 
them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the 
things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things 
that have been freely given to us by God. These things we 
also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but 
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. But the natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But 
he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly 
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judged by no one. For “who has known the mind of the Lord 
that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  
 —1 Corinthians 2:9-16

We are now part of God’s Eternal Kingdom
Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be par-

takers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
 —Colossians 1:12-14

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God.” —John 3:5

“The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor 
will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the king-
dom of God is within you.”  —Luke 17:20b-21

A. We are to receive the truths of God’s Kingdom as 
trusting children

Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch 
them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children 
come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the king-
dom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not re-
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means 
enter it.”  —Luke 18:15-17

B. We are to seek God’s Kingdom first above all  
other things

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the king-
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dom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls,  
who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.” —Matthew 13:44-46

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all 
these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added to you.”  —Matthew 6:31-33

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good plea-
sure to give you the kingdom. Sell what you have and give 
alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, 
a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” —Luke 12:32-34

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon 
[money].” —Matthew 6:24

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righ-
teousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 —Romans 14:17

7. WE WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE BY FAITH IN 
THE SON OF GOD

As we received Him by faith, so we are to walk by faith
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the 
faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanks-
giving.  —Colossians 2:6-7
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We are to walk by faith, trusting God daily
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God.”  

 —Mark 11:22

“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothes the 
grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little 
faith?”  —Luke 12:27-28

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen. But without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 
He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him.  —Hebrews 11:1, 6

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just 
shall live by faith.”  —Romans 1:16-17

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and 
He shall direct your paths.  —Proverbs 3:5-6

We are to stand firm in our faith, never wavering
Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possi-

ble to him who believes.”  —Mark 9:23

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our 
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bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confes-
sion of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful.  —Hebrews 10:22-23

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to 
the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and 
you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality 
and power.  —Colossians 2:8-10

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height—to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 —Ephesians 3:14-21

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also 
we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  —Romans 5:1-2 

Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done with love.  —1 Corinthians 16:13-14
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“For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and 
will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone 
draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not 
of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe 
to the saving of the soul.  —Hebrews 10:37-39

But Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house 
we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm to the end.  —Hebrews 3:6

Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.  —Hebrews 12:2

We are to continue living in the faith  
by which we first believed

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body 
of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blame-
less, and above reproach in His sight—if indeed you continue 
in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel which you heard.  
 —Colossians 1:21-23a

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is 
in you?  —2 Corinthians 13:5a

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from 
the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things 
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and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, to which you were also called and have confessed the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
 —1 Timothy 6:9-12

We inherit God’s promises through faith
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise.  —Galatians 3:29
And we desire that each one of you show the same dili-

gence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do 
not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.  —Hebrews 6:11-12

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you com pletely; 
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved  
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 
calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 
 —1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this 
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
 —1 John 5:4

Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor 
of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which 
He promised to those who love Him?  —James 2:5

Obedience to God and His Word  
is evidence of our saving faith

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.  —Romans 10:17

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
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in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’ Therefore whoever hears these 
sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man 
who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone 
who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will 
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and 
the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”  
 —Matthew 7:21-27

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should 
walk in them. —Ephesians 2:10

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 
is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.  —Philippians 2:12-13

8. GOD’S WORD BRINGS LIFE AND CHANGES US
Jesus is the Word of God made flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men.  —John 1:1-4
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa-
ther, full of grace and truth. No one has seen God at any time. 
The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
has declared Him.  —John 1:14, 18

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him.”  —John 14:23

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no 
means pass away.”  —Matthew 24:35

“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father loves the 
Son, and has given all things into His hand.” —John 3:34-35

God’s Spirit gives us life through His Word
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The 

words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.”  
 —John 6:63

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature 
hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to 
the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.  
 —Hebrews 4:12-13

Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incor-
ruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forev-
er, because “All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, 
but the word of the Lord endures forever.” —1 Peter 1:23-25a
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And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you 
do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; know-
ing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.  —2 Peter 1:19-21

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, 
and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 
it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 
 —Isaiah 55:10-11

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He 
saved them out of their distresses. He sent His word and 
healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.  
 —Psalm 107:19-20

God’s Word has the power to change us
The Holy Scriptures…are able to make you wise for sal-

vation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  —2 Timothy 3:15b-17

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.  
 —2 Corinthians 3:18
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But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 
what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer 
but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he 
does.  —James 1:22-25 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and ac-
ceptable and perfect will of God.  —Romans 12:1-2

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.  —2 Timothy 2:15

…Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.…  —2 Peter 3:18

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the 
pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  —1 Peter 2:1-3

How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
according to Your word. With my whole heart I have sought 
You; oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! Your 
word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 
You. I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your 
ways. I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget 
Your word. —Psalm 119:9-11, 15-16
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So shall I keep Your law continually, forever and ever. And 
I will walk at liberty, for I seek Your precepts. 
 —Psalm 119:44-45

Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. I will nev-
er forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me life.  
 —Psalm 119:89, 93

Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I 
hate every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.  —Psalm 119:104-105

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that 
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water 
by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she should be holy and without blemish. —Ephesians 5:25b-27

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will 
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples.”  —John 15:7-8

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat 
of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its 
season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he 
does shall prosper.  —Psalm 1:1-3 

9. DYING TO SELF AND LIVING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Put off the old man and put on the new

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should 
no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility 
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of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that 
is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; who, be-
ing past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, 
to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you have not 
so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, 
concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man 
which was created according to God, in true righteousness 
and holiness.  —Ephesians 4:17-24 

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: 
that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that 
those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 
Him who died for them and rose again. 
 —2 Corinthians 5:14-15

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with 
Him in glory.  —Colossians 3:1-4

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  —Matthew 6:19-21
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Consider yourself dead to sin but alive to Christ
Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, 

dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For 
the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the 
life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 
present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under 
law but under grace.  —Romans 6:9-14

And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of 
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. Therefore, breth-
ren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.  —Romans 8:10-13

You who love the Lord, hate evil! He preserves the souls 
of His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked. 
Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright 
in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of His holy name.  —Psalm 97:10-12

Put away the unfruitful works of darkness
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is 
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in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what 
is acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. For it 
is shameful even to speak of those things which are done 
by them in secret. But all things that are exposed are made 
manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 
See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. There-
fore, do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipa-
tion; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for 
all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.  
 —Ephesians 5:8-13, 15-21

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever.  —1 John 2:15-17 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God.  —1 Corinthians 6:9-11
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Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his 
flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow 
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart.  —Galatians 6:7-9

10. EXPERIENCING GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER 
THROUGH PRAYER

God invites us into His presence
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us 

shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the Lord is the great 
God, and the great King above all gods. Oh come, let us wor-
ship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and 
the sheep of His hand. —Psalm 95:2-3, 6-7a

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts 
with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the 
Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures 
to all generations.  —Psalm 100:4-5

Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; make 
known His deeds among the peoples! Sing to Him, sing 
psalms to Him; talk of all His wondrous works! Glory in His 
holy name; let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord! 
Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore!  
 —Psalm 105:1-4

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the 
Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him I will 
trust.” —Psalm 91:1-2
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Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the 
upright shall dwell in Your presence.  —Psalm 140:13

We can come boldly to God’s throne of grace through 
the blood of Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also ri-
sen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us.  —Romans 8:31-34

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.  —Hebrews 4:14-16

But He, because He continues forever, has an unchange-
able priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.  
 —Hebrews 7:24-25

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and 
having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
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sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  
 —Hebrews 10:19-23

The Holy Spirit also intercedes for us
Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we 

do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes interces-
sion for the saints according to the will of God.  
 —Romans 8:26-27

The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 
from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  —1 John 1:6-9

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh-
teous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He 
will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abun-
dantly pardon.  —Isaiah 55:6-7

Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know 
my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.  —Psalm 139:23-24
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and 
uphold me by Your generous Spirit. —Psalm 51:10, 12

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is 
His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us.  —Psalm 103:11-12

Jesus teaches us how to pray
“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. 

For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. As-
suredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when 
you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your 
door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when 
you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For 
they think that they will be heard for their many words. There-
fore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things 
you have need of before you ask Him.

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.”  —Matthew 6:5-15
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Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven 
times, but up to seventy times seven.”  —Matthew 18:21-22

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in them-
selves that they were righteous, and despised others: “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 
I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the 
tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts  
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.”  —Luke 18:9-14

Pray in every circumstance
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 

cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be for-
given. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with 
a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six 
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months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth produced its fruit.  —James 5:13-18

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  —Matthew 26:41

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks 
it will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if 
his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those  
who ask Him!”  —Matthew 7:7-11

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.  —Philippians 4:6-7

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon 
Him, for He cares for you.  —1 Peter 5:5b-7

Cast your burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain you; He 
shall never permit the righteous to be moved.  —Psalm 55:22

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
 —1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Pray in faith believing
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
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anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know 
that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we have asked of Him. —1 John 5:14-15

“For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this moun-
tain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not 
doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will 
be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to 
you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that 
you receive them, and you will have them. And whenever you 
stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive 
him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your 
trespasses.”  —Mark 11:23-25

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth con-
cerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven.” —Matthew 18:19

Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and 
do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend 
it on your pleasures.  —James 4:2b-3

Pray daily for wisdom and God’s direction
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall 

abide under the shadow of the Almighty. He shall call upon 
Me, and I will answer him. —Psalm 91:1, 15a

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
mighty things, which you do not know.” —Jeremiah 33:3

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you anoth-
er Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells 
with you and will be in you.”  —John 14:16-17
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But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” But God has revealed 
them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God. Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
we might know the things that have been freely given to us 
by God.  —1 Corinthians 2:9-10, 12

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let 
not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  
 —James 1:5-8

My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but 
in deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart 
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all 
things. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence toward God. And whatever we ask we receive 
from Him, because we keep His commandments and do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight.  —1 John 3:18-22

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  —Matthew 26:41

Jesus is our example—listen and obey
“The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned, 

that I should know how to speak a word in season to him who 
is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens 
My ear to hear as the learned.”  —Isaiah 50:4
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“The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own 
authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 
works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these 
he will do, because I go to My Father.” —John 14:10b, 12

“For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father 
who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and 
what I should speak.”  —John 12:49

Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the 
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 
And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and 
from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles. 
 —Luke 6:12-13

Now in the morning, having risen a long while before 
daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and 
there He prayed. And Simon and those who were with Him 
searched for Him. When they found Him, they said to Him, 
“Everyone is looking for You.” But He said to them, “Let us 
go into the next towns, that I may preach there also, because 
for this purpose I have come forth.” And He was preaching 
in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out 
demons.  —Mark 1:35-39

…The report went around concerning Him all the more; 
and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed 
by Him of their infirmities. So He Himself often withdrew into 
the wilderness and prayed.  —Luke 5:15-16

Fasting to see God’s will be done
“Is it a fast that I have chosen, a day for a man to afflict his 

soul? Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, and to spread 
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out sackcloth and ashes? Would you call this a fast, and an 
acceptable day to the Lord? Is this not the fast that I have 
chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and 
that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; when 
you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself 
from your own flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the 
morning, your healing shall spring forth speedily, and your 
righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall 
be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; you shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’ ” 
 —Isaiah 58:5-9a

“Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, 
with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that 
they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, 
they have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, so that you do not appear to men 
to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.”  
 —Matthew 6:16-18

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” Then, having fasted and prayed, 
and laid hands on them, they sent them away.  —Acts 13:2-3

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 
He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: “Deaf and dumb 
spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no 
more!” Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and 
came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many 
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said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted  
him up, and he arose. And when He had come into the house, 
His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it 
out?” So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing 
but prayer and fasting.”  —Mark 9:25-29

So when they [Paul and Barnabas] had appointed elders 
in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  —Acts 14:23

11. LIVING IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER, 
JESUS CHRIST, AND HIS CHURCH

If we walk in the light we have fellowship one with another
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of 

the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life.”  —John 8:12

That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these 
things we write to you that your joy may be full.  —1 John 1:3-4

This is the message which we have heard from Him and 
declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 
from all sin.  —1 John 1:5-7

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He who says, “I know Him,” and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is 
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perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. He who 
says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked. He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, 
is in darkness until now. He who loves his brother abides in 
the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But he 
who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness 
has blinded his eyes.  —1 John 2:3-6, 9-11

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any com-
fort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done 
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the inter-
ests of others.  —Philippians 2:1-4

Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For 
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And 
what communion has light with darkness? For you are the 
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them 
and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people.” Therefore “Come out from among them and be 
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I 
will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My 
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  
 —2 Corinthians 6:14, 16b-18

We are the temple of the Holy Spirit
For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the 

Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
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the household of God, having been built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you 
also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.  —Ephesians 2:18-22

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foun-
dation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has 
built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work 
is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet 
so as through fire. Do you not know that you are the temple 
of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone  
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the tem-
ple of God is holy, which temple you are.  
 —1 Corinthians 3:11-17

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.  
 —1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by 
men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living 
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Je-
sus Christ. But you are a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
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into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are 
now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now 
have obtained mercy.  —1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10

We are the body of Christ and His church
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 

head over all things to the church, which is His body, the full-
ness of Him who fills all in all.  —Ephesians 1:22-23

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”  
 —Matthew 16:15-18

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, 
I am there in the midst of them.”  —Matthew 18:20

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also 
you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admon-
ishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever 
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  
 —Colossians 3:15-17

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all low-
liness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
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the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all.  —Ephesians 4:1-6

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so 
also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the 
body is not one member but many.  —1 Corinthians 12:12-14

And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of 
you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to 
be weaker are necessary. And those members of the body 
which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow 
greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater 
modesty, but our presentable parts have no need. But God 
composed the body, having given greater honor to that part 
which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the body, but 
that the members should have the same care for one anoth-
er. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; 
or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  
 —1 Corinthians 12:21-27

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There 
are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works 
all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom 
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through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through 
the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works 
all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 
wills.  —1 Corinthians 12:4-11

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some proph-
ets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 
who is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to 
the effective working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  
 —Ephesians 4:11-16

God…created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent 
that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known 
by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places, according to the eternal purpose which He accom-
plished in Christ Jesus our Lord. —Ephesians 3:9b-11 

To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all gener-
ations, forever and ever. Amen.  —Ephesians 3:21
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Communion—we are partakers  
in the body and blood of Christ

Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, un-
less you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 
you have no life in you. He who eats My flesh and drinks My 
blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living Father sent 
Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me 
will live because of Me.” When Jesus knew in Himself that 
His disciples complained about this, He said to them, “Does 
this offend you? What then if you should see the Son of Man 
ascend where He was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; 
the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are 
spirit, and they are life.”  —John 6:53, 56-57, 61-63

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the commu-
nion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? For we, though 
many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that 
one bread.  —1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this 
is My body.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is 
My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit 
of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with 
you in My Father’s kingdom.”  —Matthew 26:26-29

The Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was be-
trayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke 
it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He 
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also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 

Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats 
and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment 
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason 
many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For 
if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But 
when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we 
may not be condemned with the world.  
 —1 Corinthians 11:23b-32

12. IF WE ABIDE IN CHRIST WE WILL BEAR 
MUCH FRUIT

Abiding in Christ
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Ev-

ery branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 
and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I 
have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

“If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 
and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into 
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the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 
be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”  —John 15:1-8

“No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known 
to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and ap-
pointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My 
name He may give you.” —John 15:15-16

But the anointing which you have received from Him 
abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; 
but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, 
and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you 
will abide in Him.  —1 John 2:27

The fruit of the Spirit
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in 
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.  
 —Galatians 5:22-26

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of right-
eousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  
 —James 3:17-18
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The greatest of these is love
A. God gives the Ten Commandments to Moses
And God spoke all these words, saying: “I am the Lord 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage.

“You shall have no other gods before Me.
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any like-

ness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children to the third and fourth generations 
of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name 
in vain.

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work: 
you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, 
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger 
who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sab-
bath day and hallowed it.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.



62

“You shall not commit adultery.
“You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 

covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his fe-
male servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is 
your neighbor’s.”  —Exodus 20:1-17

B. Love is the fulfillment of the law
Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”  
 —Matthew 22:37-40

Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.  —Romans 13:10

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and  
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heav-
en; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren 
only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax 
collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your 
Father in heaven is perfect.”  —Matthew 5:43-48
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C. Everything we do must be done in love
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but 

have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not 
love, it profits me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love 
does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not pro-
voked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 
in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never fails. But whether there 
are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they 
will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I under-
stood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I 
shall know just as I also am known. And now abide faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  
 —1 Corinthians 13:1-13

By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. 
And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
 —1 John 3:16

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more 
and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may  
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approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sin-
cere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with 
the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. —Philippians 1:9-11

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  —Romans 5:5

But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-con-
trol, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 
to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness 
love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  —2 Peter 1:5-8

13. LIVING GODLY LIVES THROUGH THE POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Christ in us the hope of glory
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge 

of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has giv-
en to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by 
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious 
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust.  —2 Peter 1:2-4

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that 
have been freely given to us by God.  —1 Corinthians 2:12
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Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 
is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.  —Philippians 2:12b-13

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun 
a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ. —Philippians 1:6

We are to be led by the Holy Spirit
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 

of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry 
out, “Abba, Father.”  —Romans 8:14-15

“…When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, 
but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 
things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 
Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are 
Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it 
to you.”  —John 16:13-15

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.”  —John 14:26

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in  
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thor-
oughly equipped for every good work.  —2 Timothy 3:16-17

We are to walk in the Spirit
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 

in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
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Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law could not do in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit. 

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because 
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 
the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh but 
in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if 
Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit 
is life because of righteousness.  —Romans 8:1-10

We are to continually be filled with the Spirit
For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height—to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 



67

the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 —Ephesians 3:14-21

“For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened. If a son asks for 
bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of 
a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”  —Luke 11:10-13

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. There-
fore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipa-
tion; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for 
all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.  
 —Ephesians 5:15-21

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit
Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak 

truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another. 
“Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your 
wrath, nor give place to the devil. Let him who stole steal no 
longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is 
good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 
Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the 
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hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, 
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from 
you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderheart-
ed, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave 
you.  —Ephesians 4:25-32

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good re-
port, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praisewor-
thy—meditate on these things.  —Philippians 4:8

We are kept by God’s power through  
trials, testing, and temptations

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is com-
mon to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to 
bear it. —1 Corinthians 10:13

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But 
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing.   —James 1:2-4

Who are kept by the power of God through faith for salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have 
been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 
glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen 
you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you 
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rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the 
end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. —1 Peter 1:5-9

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say 
when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot 
be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But 
each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own de-
sires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.  
 —James 1:12-15

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same suf-
ferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But 
may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, es-
tablish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen. —1 Peter 5:8-11

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and 
Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and establish 
you in every good word and work. —2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

The Lord’s discipline leads to holiness
You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against 

sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks 
to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening 
of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by 
Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges 
every son whom He receives.” If you endure chastening, God 
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deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a 
father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, 
of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 
cor rected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much 
more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 
For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best 
to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His 
holiness.  —Hebrews 12:4-10

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but 
painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. There-
fore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is 
lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.  
 —Hebrews 12:11-13

Living for God’s glory
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in tres-
passes, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that 
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For 
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them. —Ephesians 2:4-7, 10

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 —1 Corinthians 6:20
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“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to 
be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the 
light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  —Matthew 5:13-16

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light.  —Ephesians 5:8

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim 
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy.  —1 Peter 2:9-10

Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and harmless, children of God with-
out fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the 
word of life. —Philippians 2:14-16a

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. —1 Corinthians 10:31

14. WE ARE EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO 
BE HIS WITNESSES

We are to proclaim the good news of God’s Kingdom
They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, and talk of 

Your power, to make known to the sons of men His mighty 
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acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom. Your king-
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures 
throughout all generations. —Psalm 145:11-13

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.” —Matthew 24:14

Jesus is our example
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediate-

ly from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to 
Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”  —Matthew 3:16-17

Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, 
and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. 
And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. So 
He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And 
as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sab-
bath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the book 
of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He 
found the place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord.”

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue 
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were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  —Luke 4:14-21

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing every sickness and every disease among the 
people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were weary and scat-
tered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His 
disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labor-
ers into His harvest.”  —Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus gives the great commission
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea-

ture. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned.” —Mark 16:15b-16

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”  —Matthew 28:18b-20

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but 
tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power 
from on high.” And He led them out as far as Bethany, and 
He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now it came to 
pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them 
and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. —Luke 24:49-52

“For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. You shall  
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receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  —Acts 1:5, 8

The Holy Spirit empowers the Church to spread the Gospel
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all 

with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. Then there ap-
peared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. And when this sound oc-
curred, the multitude came together, and were confused, 
because everyone heard them speak in his own language. 
Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one an-
other, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? …we 
hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works 
of God.” So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “Whatever could this mean?” Others mocking 
said, “They are full of new wine.”

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and 
said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 
the day. But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 
that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and 
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your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see 
visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My 
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My 
Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. I will show 
wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: 
blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. And it 
shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.’ ”

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who 
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” And with 
many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, 
“Be saved from this perverse generation.” Then those who 
gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about 
three thousand souls were added to them. And they contin-
ued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through 
the apostles.  —Acts 2:1-7, 11b-21, 38-43

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Him-
self through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled 
to God.  —2 Corinthians 5:18-20
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15. WE HAVE VICTORY OVER THE ENEMY 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD

Jesus has already won the victory
Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in 

Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowl-
edge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of 
Christ among those who are being saved and among those 
who are perishing. To the one we are the aroma of death 
leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to 
life. And who is sufficient for these things?  
 —2 Corinthians 2:14-16

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  —1 Corinthians 15:57

Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made 
a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it [the 
cross]. —Colossians 2:15

And He [Jesus] said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. Behold, I give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless do 
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  
 —Luke 10:18-20

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, 
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and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”  
 —Matthew 16:15-18

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs 
will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take 
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.” —Mark 16:16-18

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also ri-
sen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: “For 
Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am per-
suaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principal-
ities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  —Romans 8:31-39

The weapons of our warfare are mighty in God
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according 

to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
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but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ.  —2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all the saints.  —Ephesians 6:10-18

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  
 —James 4:7-8a

But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard 
you from the evil one. —2 Thessalonians 3:3

Fear not
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-

ble. Therefore we will not fear. —Psalm 46:1-2a
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“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with My righteous right hand.” —Isaiah 41:10

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind. —2 Timothy 1:7

There is power in the name of Jesus to those who believe
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to 
be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, tak-
ing the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  —Philippians 2:5-11

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being en-
lightened; that you may know what is the hope of His call-
ing, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power to-
ward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty 
power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in that which is to come.  —Ephesians 1:17-21
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And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was car-
ried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which 
is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the 
temple; who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the tem-
ple, asked for alms. And fixing his eyes on him, with John, 
Peter said, “Look at us.” So he gave them his attention, ex-
pecting to receive something from them. Then Peter said, 
“Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 
And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and im-
mediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  
 —Acts 3:2-7

[Having then been threatened not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, they prayed] “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and 
grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak 
Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs 
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 
Servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place where 
they were assembled together was shaken; and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God 
with boldness.  —Acts 4:29-31

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him.  —Colossians 3:17

Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would 
count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good plea-
sure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, that 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, 
and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  —2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
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Worshipping Warriors
A. Believing and praising God in the midst of the battle
Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you dis-

quieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him, 
the help of my countenance and my God.  —Psalm 43:5

Lord, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are 
they who rise up against me. Many are they who say of me, 
“There is no help for him in God.” But You, O Lord, are a 
shield for me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head. I 
cried to the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from His 
holy hill. I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the Lord sus-
tained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people who 
have set themselves against me all around. Arise, O Lord; 
save me, O my God! Salvation belongs to the Lord. Your 
blessing is upon Your people.  —Psalm 3:1-7a, 8

I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock 
and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies. 
 —Psalm 18:1-3

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run 
to it and are safe.  —Proverbs 18:10

But the people who know their God shall be strong, and 
carry out great exploits.  —Daniel 11:32b

B. Paul and Silas in prison
And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw 

them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them se-
curely. Having received such a charge, he put them into the 
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inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at mid-
night Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was 
a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and ev-
eryone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, 
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, sup-
posing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do 
yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he called for a 
light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 
And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 
their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were bap-
tized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set 
food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God 
with all his household.  —Acts 16:23-34

C. Examples of victories the Lord won for ancient Israel
Jehoshaphat and the enemies of Judah—The battle is not 

yours but God’s. (See 2 Chronicles Chapter 20.)
David and Goliath—No one can defeat our God. 

(See 1 Samuel Chapter 17.)
Joshua and the battle of Jericho—Obedience to God’s 

commands is the key to victory. (See Joshua Chapter 6.) 
Gideon and the Midianites—God’s ways are not our ways. 

(See Judges Chapter 7.)
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D. The joy of the Lord is your strength
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 

throne; mercy and truth go before Your face. Blessed are the 
people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O Lord, in the 
light of Your countenance. In Your name they rejoice all day 
long, and in Your righteousness they are exalted. For You 
are the glory of their strength, and in Your favor our horn is 
exalted. —Psalm 89:14-17 

“Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  
 —Nehemiah 8:10c

But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; let them 
ever shout for joy, because You defend them; let those also 
who love Your name be joyful in You. For You, O Lord, will 
bless the righteous; with favor You will surround him as with 
a shield.  —Psalm 5:11-12

Let them shout for joy and be glad, who favor my righteous 
cause; and let them say continually, “Let the Lord be magni-
fied, who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant.” 
 —Psalm 35:27

Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the 
vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields 
yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from the fold, 
and there be no herd in the stalls—yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is 
my strength. —Habakkuk 3:17-19a

For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; 
in the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He 
shall set me high upon a rock. And now my head shall be 
lifted up above my enemies all around me; therefore I will 
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offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will 
sing praises to the Lord.  —Psalm 27:5-6

16. IF WE SHARE IN HIS SUFFERINGS, WE WILL 
SHARE IN HIS GLORY

Jesus calls us to follow Him regardless  
of the cost and He will keep us

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what 
profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is him-
self destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and 
My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He 
comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy 
angels.”  —Luke 9:23-26

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it 
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember 
the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. 
If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they 
do not know Him who sent Me.”  —John 15:18-21

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution.  —2 Timothy 3:12

“Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they ex-
clude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for 
the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! 



85

For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner 
their fathers did to the prophets.” —Luke 6:22-23

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.”  —Matthew 10:28

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  —Romans 8:37-39

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  —John 16:33

Christ is revealed to the world through our suffering
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 

of love and of a sound mind. Therefore do not be ashamed of 
the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share 
with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the pow-
er of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 
began. —2 Timothy 1:7-9

[Paul wrote of his sufferings] But I want you to know, breth-
ren, that the things which happened to me have actually 
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has 
become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, 
that my chains are in Christ; and most of the brethren in the 
Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. —Philippians 1:12-14
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And who is he who will harm you if you become followers 
of what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteous-
ness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their 
threats, nor be troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meek-
ness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they 
defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct 
in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of 
God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  
 —1 Peter 3:13-17

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and per-
secute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.” 
 —Matthew 5:43-45a

We also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation pro-
duces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. —Romans 5:3b-5

“But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry 
beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But whatev-
er is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit.”  —Mark 13:11

For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of dark-
ness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But 
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence 
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of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed—always carrying about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered 
to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. —2 Corinthians 4:6-11

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: 
that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that 
those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him 
who died for them and rose again. —2 Corinthians 5:14-15

If we share in His sufferings, we will share in His glory
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name 
of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your 
part He is glorified.  —1 Peter 4:12-14

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together. For I consider that the suffer-
ings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.  —Romans 8:16-18

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered 
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in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live 
the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the 
will of God.  —1 Peter 4:1-2

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 
commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful 
Creator. —1 Peter 4:19

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my 
own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God 
by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrec-
tion, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to 
His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection 
from the dead.  —Philippians 3:8-11

For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to 
Him until that Day.  —2 Timothy 1:12

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day 
by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.  —2 Corinthians 4:16-18

“He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, 
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let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” 
 —John 12:25-26

17. LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF ETERNITY
Life in Christ is a life of endurance and perseverance
Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that 

someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You 
go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
His head.” Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the 
kingdom of God.” And another also said, “Lord, I will follow 
You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my 
house.” But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
 —Luke 9:57-62

“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a 
tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he 
has enough to finish it—lest, after he has laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? 
Or what king, going to make war against another king, does 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he 
sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So like-
wise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot 
be My disciple.”  —Luke 14:27-33
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Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left 
all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” So  
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regen-
eration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, 
you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hun-
dredfold, and inherit eternal life.”  —Matthew 19:27-29

Run the race to win the prize
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 

one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may ob-
tain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but 
we for an imperishable crown.  —1 Corinthians 9:24-25

And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned 
unless he competes according to the rules. This is a faithful 
saying: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. If 
we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He 
also will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He 
cannot deny Himself.  —2 Timothy 2:5, 11-13

Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; 
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Je-
sus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself 
to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  —Philippians 3:12-14

But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already 
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being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my de-
parture is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also 
to all who have loved His appearing. —2 Timothy 4:5-8

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him 
who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest 
you become weary and discouraged in your souls.  
 —Hebrews 12:1-3

Living in the truth until Jesus returns
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-con-
trol, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn 
away!  —2 Timothy 3:1-5

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you 
have no need that I should write to you. For you yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in 
the night. For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sud-
den destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a 
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. But you, breth-
ren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake 
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you as a thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. 
We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not 
sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk 
at night. But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of 
salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 
Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as 
you also are doing.  —1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not 
to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by 
word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ 
had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that 
Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and 
the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is wor-
shiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God. Do you not remember that when I 
was still with you I told you these things? And now you know 
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He 
who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with 
the brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one 
is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, 
and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among 
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those who perish, because they did not receive the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved.  —2 Thessalonians 2:1-10

“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ 
and will deceive many. Then many false prophets will rise up 
and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, 
the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the 
end shall be saved.” —Matthew 24:5, 11-13

Knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, 
walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is 
the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of cre-
ation.” But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to re-
pentance.  —2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but according to their own desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and 
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned 
aside to fables.  —2 Timothy 4:2-4

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter-
nal life. And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 
but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating 
even the garment defiled by the flesh.  —Jude 1:20-23
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“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Take heed, 
watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. It is 
like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave 
authority to his servants, and to each his work, and com-
manded the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you 
do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the 
evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the 
morning—lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And 
what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!”  —Mark 13:32-37

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, 
to be well pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad. —2 Corinthians 5:9-10

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”  —Matthew 28:19-20

When Jesus returns we shall be like Him
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality.  —1 Corinthians 15:51-53

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
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again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by 
no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Him-
self will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one another with these words.  
 —1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells 
in you. —Romans 8:11

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
 —1 John 3:2

We shall be forever with the Lord
And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take 

the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and 
priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”  
 —Revelation 5:9-10

Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven say-
ing, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
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dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself 
will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 
former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the 
throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to 
me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And He said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Begin-
ning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life 
freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.”  
 —Revelation 21:2-7

“I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also.” —John 14:2b-3

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”  
 —Revelation 2:7
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