
The book of Genesis is the first book in the Bible. It is the
foundation for both the Old Testament and the New
Testament. The word “Genesis” is a Greek word which
means “beginning.” The book of Genesis tells of the begin-
nings of many things, including God’s plan for the redemp-
tion of man and the beginning of God’s chosen nation—
Israel—through which the promised Savior would come.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is prof-
itable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16-17). Thus, the book of Genesis is designed by
God to help you learn many truths that He wants to reveal to
you. God’s Word will lead you in right ways and will teach
you how to be right with Him. God wants to equip you to be
a mighty man or woman of God. As you ask God’s Holy
Spirit to teach you, you may see things in your life which are
not pleasing to Him. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Put into practice what you
learn, with God’s help. He says, “Fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strenghten you,
yes, I will  help you, I will uphold you with My righteous
right hand” (Isaiah 41:10).

God inspired the book of Genesis to be written by Moses.
Jesus said, “Moses. . . wrote about Me” (John 5:46). The
Scriptures, Jesus said, “. . . testify of Me” (John 5:39). My
prayer is that this study of the book of Genesis will delight
your heart as you see how Jesus is revealed in Genesis.
May you meet Him in its pages. You may want to use Psalm
119:18 as a prayer to begin each time of study: “Open my
eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law.”

—V. R. Benson

© 1991 by V. R. Benson
The Bible text used is from the New King James Version © 1979, 1980, 1982,
Thomas Nelson. Inc., Publishers. Used by permission.

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS

Genesis 1:1-28, 31
1In the beginning God created

the heavens and the earth. 2The
earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was on the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of
the waters. 3Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was
light. 4And God saw the light, that
it was good; and God divided the
light from the darkness. 5God
called the light Day, and the
darkness He called Night. So the
evening and the morning were
the first day.

6Then God said, “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters.” 7Thus
God made the firmament, and
divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the

waters which were above the fir-
mament; and it was so. 8And God
called the firmament Heaven. So
the evening and the morning
were the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the
waters under the heavens be
gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear”; and
it was so. 10And God called the
dry land Earth, and the gathering
together of the waters He called
Seas. And God saw that it was
good. 11Then God said, “Let the
earth bring forth grass, the herb
that yields seed, and the fruit tree
that yields fruit according to its
kind, whose seed is in itself, on
the earth”; and it was so. 12And
the earth brought forth grass, the
herb that yields seed according to
its kind, and the tree that yields
fruit, whose seed is in itself
according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. 13So the
evening and the morning were
the third day.

14Then God said, “Let there be
lights in the firmament of the
heavens to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for
signs and seasons, and for days
and years; 15and let them be for
lights in the firmament of the
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